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given our reasons for believing these statements of the
Minister of Education to be true.43
THE SERBIAN NEGLECT TO ARREST THE ACCOMPLICES
The significance of the "priority-question" does not lie
merely in the presumption that the Serbian Government
was at first ignorant of the assassination plot. Even more
important is the fact that it affords one explanation of two
of the most serious charges which have been brought
against Mr. Pashitch: his failure to give any definite warn-
ing to the Austrian authorities after he was aware that the
assassins had gone to Sarajevo, and his remissness after the
murder in failing to search for and arrest the accomplices
in Belgrade.
In fact Serbian police officials appear to have actu-
ally aided one of them, Ciganovitch, conveniently to dis-
appear from sight. To have attempted to arrest Cigano-
vitch, who was a member of the "Black Hand," and to have
exposed the part taken by such prominent members of it
as Dimitrijevitch and Tankositch, would have still further
accentuated the political conflict and have strengthened the
antagonism which had already caused the temporary down-
fall of the Cabinet. Mr. Pashitch apparently did not dare
to take action against the leaders of such a powerful organ-
ization, and therefore adopted a purely passive attitude
hoping that Austria ancj Europe would not learn the truth.
Precisely when and how Mr. Pashitch learned of the
plot has not been revealed from Serbian sources. One com-
monly accepted theory is that he was secretly informed of
it by Milan Ciganovitch, who is believed to have played a
double role as a kind of agent provocateur, both conspiring
with the "Black Hand" leaders, and at the same time being
employed by Mr. Pashitch to spy upon them and keep him
informed in the interests of the Serbian Government and
±s See above, cL ii. p. 61E

